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EXAMINER'S ANSWER 



This is in response to the appeal brief filed March 19, 2010 appealing from the Office 
action mailed November 5, 2009. 
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(1) Real Party in Interest 

The examiner lias no comment on tlie statement, or lacl< of statement, identifying 
by name tlie real party in interest in tlie brief. 

(2) Related Appeals and Interferences 

Tlie examiner is not aware of any related appeals, interferences, or judicial 
proceedings which will directly affect or be directly affected by or have a bearing on the 
Board's decision in the pending appeal. 

(3) Status of Claims 

The following is a list of claims that are rejected and pending in the application: 
Claims 1-29, 31-34, 36-40, 42-49, and 51-57 are pending and rejected and are 
on appeal. 

(4) Status of Amendments After Final 

The examiner has no comment on the appellant's statement of the status of 
amendments after final rejection contained in the brief. 

(5) Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

The examiner has no comment on the summary of claimed subject matter 
contained in the brief. 

(6) Grounds of Rejection to be Reviewed on Appeal 

The examiner has no comment on the appellant's statement of the grounds of 
rejection to be reviewed on appeal. Every ground of rejection set forth in the Office 
action from which the appeal is taken (as modified by any advisory actions) is being 
maintained by the examiner except for the grounds of rejection (if any) listed under the 
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subheading "WITHDRAWN REJECTIONS." New grounds of rejection (if any) are 
provided under the subheading "NEW GROUNDS OF REJECTION." 

(7) Claims Appendix 

The examiner has no comment on the copy of the appealed claims contained in 
the Appendix to the appellant's brief. 

(8) Evidence Relied Upon 

5,666,215 Fredlund etal. 9-1997 

6,750,902 B1 Steinberg 6-2004 

5,737,491 Allen etal. 4-1998 

5,974,401 Enomotoetal. 10-1999 

(9) Grounds of Rejection 

The following ground(s) of rejection are applicable to the appealed claims: 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 14, 36, 43, 51, 28, 42, 48, and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Fredlund et al. (US Patent 5,666,215) in view of 
Steinberg et al. (US Patent 6,750,902 B1). 

3. In regards to claim 1, Fredlund discloses a photofinisher that receives film from 
a customer, scans the film, and stores the scanned images (Column 2 Lines 28 - 31), 



Application/Control Number: 09/892,769 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3689 

wherein tlie receiving unit receives tlie plurality of images from a corresponding user 
(Column 7 Lines 18 - 19). Moreover, the images files are stored in a storage device, 
which were scanned from the photofinisher (Column 4 Lines 34 - 36). 
Fredlund additionally discloses: 

the delivery-medium recording unit configured to record said plurality of images 
onto one or more recording media to be delivered to a user in accordance with the 
user's instruction, said one or more recording media including a printed photograph 
(Column 7 Lines 26 - 27 wherein a CD-writer for producing Photo CD's is 
disclosed; regarding the capability of the images to be delivered the Examiner 
asserts that the claim has failed to positively recite that the images are being 
delivered. Further still, one of ordinary skill in the art looking upon Fredlund 
would have recognized that the photos are delivered and sent to designated 
recipient(s) in a plurality of different formats, such as on a CD or on prints; see 
also Col. 2 Lines 42 - 52; Column 7 Lines 18 - 26 wherein Fredlund discloses a 
computer that controls an image-capable printer for paper prints), and 

an extra-printing request unit configured to receive from the user via the Internet 
an extra-printing request, the extra-printing request causing the delivery-medium 
producing apparatus to produce an extra-printed photograph specified by said extra- 
printing request to be delivered to the user (Col. 2 Lines 45 - 56; Col. 3 Lines 32 - 42; 
wherein the user is allowed to send in an extra-printing request (re-ordering of 
prints) and wherein the prints are provided to the designated recipient as 
indicated by the user). 
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However, Fredlund fails to disclose: 

creating image IDs respectively assigned to said plurality of images, each of said 
image Ids being linked to a predetermined web page on the Internet; and 

an extra-printing request unit configured to receive from the user via the Internet 
an extra-printing request which includes at least one of said image IDs linked to the 
predetermined web page, 

wherein the digital camera is programmed to automatically determine when an 
image transmitting condition is met without the user inputting a transmission command 
and without receiving an external instruction that the condition is met, and to 
automatically transmit the plurality of images to the delivery-medium producing 
apparatus in response to the determination. 

Steinberg, however, discloses that it is old and well known for digital cameras to 
automatically transmit images to an apparatus when a predetermined condition is met 
(Col. 2 Lines 4 - 10, 15 - 21, 44 - 48; Col. 5 Lines 5 - 11, 18 - 34; Col. 9 Lines 28 - 
30; Figure 9). Steinberg, discloses that an advantage of the present invention is that a 
digital camera user can download image camera data to a remote computer or network 
site and therefore avoid the concern of the need to connect the camera or its removable 
device to a local computer in order to perform such operation, adds functionality to 
cameras that are not designed specifically to perform the task of connection to a remote 
network, provides an apparatus with a connection to a camera that is programmable for 
customized operations, provides an apparatus that enables a user to send data from a 
digital camera through a network to a plurality of destinations of a variety of types, such 
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as network printers and remote arcliives (Col. 3 Lines 6-10, 16 - 27). Furtlier still, 
Steinberg discloses the feature of providing each image with an Image ID as part of the 
image data (see at least Col. 8 Lines 46 - 56; Col. 12 Lines 57 - 60). Steinberg 

further discloses that this data is used to determine the distribution of the images to 
other remote locations, such as on the web, or e-mail (Col. 12 Lines 36 - 43). As a 
result, Steinberg discloses that by providing an image ID it would allow for the 
automatic distribution of images (Col. 12 Lines 36 - 43). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Fredlund in view of the teachings of Steinberg to 
incorporate a digital camera that is configured to automatically determine when an 
image transmitting condition is met without the user inputting a transmission command, 
and to automatically transmit the plurality of images to the delivery-medium producing 
apparatus in response to the determination in order to provide the advantages of a 
digital camera user can download image camera data to a remote computer or network 
site and therefore avoid the concern of the need to connect the camera or its removable 
device to a local computer in order to perform such operation, adds functionality to 
cameras that are not designed specifically to perform the task of connection to a remote 
network, provides an apparatus with a connection to a camera that is programmable for 
customized operations, provides an apparatus that enables a user to send data from a 
digital camera through a network to a plurality of destinations of a variety of types, such 
as network printers and remote archives. Moreover, by providing an image ID for each 
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image and liaving eacli image ID being linl<ed to a predetermined web page it would 
allow for a more effective means of image distribution. 

Moreover, the Examiner also asserts that the concept claiming at least two 
devices onto a single device, i.e. integral, would have been obvious. In other words, it 
would not have been uniquely challenging or difficult for one having ordinary skill in the 
art to have taken the two devices, i.e. communication device and camera, and to have 
formed them onto a single device since the only difference is the combination of "old 
elements" into a single device by mounting them on a single chassis (see MPEP 
21404.04 Section V: B&C). 

4. In regards to claim 2, Fredlund discloses that the processed film is also 
scanned into a scanner in order to convert the negative film into digital images (Column 
3 Lines 29-31) and is attached with a customer identification number (Column 3 
Lines 34 - 36). Once the images are converted they can be later recorded onto a 
Photo CD, as was previously discussed. 

5. In regards to claim 3, Steinberg discloses wherein: 

said plurality of images are automatically transmitted to the receiving unit from a 
plurality of digital cameras corresponding to a plurality of users (Col. 10 Lines 37-42; 
Fig. 13), and 

said delivery-medium recording unit records one or more images of said plurality 
of images onto one of said recording media for one of said users at predetermined 
intervals (Col. 13 Lines 6-11) 
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6. In regards to claim 4, Fredlund discloses that once the customer is done with 
placing an order (Column 6 Lines 30 - 36) the images can then be recorded onto a CD 
with the use of a CD-writer (Column 8 Lines 56 - 63). 

7. In regards to claim 5, Fredlund discloses a computer data entry means that 
allows a user to input information related to their images (Column 5 Lines 44 - 51). 
This information can then be recorded onto a recording media if the user chooses to. 

8. In regards to claim 6, the use of using user ID's in order to access information, 
especially for online shopping, is well known and common practice in the art. 

9. In regards to claim 7, the examiner understands that the date and the place are 
just more information that the user can input into the database that further identifies the 
images. When the user accesses the database to have select the images they would 
want recorded they can do so based on the information that was provided. Moreover, it 
is well known that digital cameras use such information in order to organize the images 
on its storage medium and that cameras obviously have some type of GPS unit 
imbedded in them so that phone companies can track where phone calls are being 
made and determine if the phone is in a roaming area. Therefore, when the images are 
transmitted to their location through the cellular phone a tag, such as the date and 
location, must be sent with it so that the phone company can later charge the user for 
the extra service. 

10. In regards to claim 8, Fedlund discloses a computer that controls an image- 
capable printer for paper prints and is capable of receiving re-printing requests which 
correspond to an Image ID (Col. 2 Lines 42 - 52; Col. 7 Lines 18 - 26). 
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11. In regards to claim 9, Fredlund discloses that once the customer chooses which 
images to be re-ordered, the customer is presented with services related to the selected 
image, such as the quantity and the size (Column 2 Lines 47 - 57 Column 3 Lines 52 
-63). 

12. In regard to claims 10 and 11, Fredlund discloses a mass storage device that 
stores the, "...digital image along with a customer order number and a unique customer 
identification number (Column 3 Lines 33 - 36)." The customer is then able to use the 
identification number given to them to access the images they would like to be printed 
(Column 4 Lines 46 - 50). 

13. In regard to claims 12-14, Fredlund disclosure of a photo production and 
delivery system that allows customers to submit images to a storage device and assign 
the customers with an identification number is discussed above. The identification 
number allows them to access the storage device and select the images they would like 
printed or recorded on a medium. In the case that the customer would like the images 
to be recorded on a medium, such as a CD, a CD-writer that is integrated to a computer 
system would be used. Moreover, the optical disc would have the identification number 
and image recorded on it (Column 3 Lines 32 - 36). Furthermore, as discussed 
above, Fredlund discloses that the prints can be provided in different mediums, such as 
on a CD and print. As a result, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art looking upon Fredlund that when a customer is re-ordering a photo the photo 
can be provided in any of the available recording mediums. 
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14. In regards to claims 36, it is old and well known that digital cameras store the 
shot date and number of captured images. As a result, when the receiving unit receives 
the images from the camera, the shot date and number of captured images would be 
included as well. 

15. In regards to claims 43, Steinberg discloses wherein said external apparatus 
automatically records the transmitted images onto recording media in accordance with 
at lease one of: a time that has passed after each image was captured, the number of 
the images that have been captured, and predetermined intervals (Col. 5 Lines 18 - 
37). 

16. In regards to claims 51 , Steinberg discloses wherein: 

said delivery-medium recording unit decides whether to record particular ones of 
the plurality of images on the same recording medium or on different recording media 
based on the date and time of the particular ones of the plurality of images were 
captured such that: 

said delivery-medium recording unit decides to record a subsequently captured 
one of said plurality of images on the same recording medium as a previously captured 
one of said plurality of images in response to determining that the interval between the 
date and time said previously captured image was captured and the date and time said 
subsequently captured image was captured is shorter than a predetermined period, and 

said delivery-medium recording unit decides to record said subsequently 
captured image on a different recording medium than said previously captured image in 
response to determining that the interval between the date and time said previously 
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captured image was captured and tlie date and time said subsequently captured image 
was captured is equal to or longer than the predetermined period. 

Specifically, Steinberg discloses that the capturing of the images can be 
performed at a set time or at certain intervals (Col. 12 Lines 15 - 16) and transmitting 
those at a particular time (Col. 11 Lines 30 - 35). Steinberg further goes on to 
disclose that this information is stored within the images as data to be used by the 
server (see at least Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). The data is then used to determine the 
location of where the images are to be distributed (Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). With that 
being said, the Examiner asserts that Steinberg discloses that each image has stored 
image data including the date and time of when each image was taken, as well as when 
each image is to be transmitted, and based on this information the image is sent to be 
stored/distributed to a specific location, such as the web or the storage device of an e- 
mail recipient. In other words, Steinberg discloses that based on when the images are 
transmitted or taken the system of Steinberg determines where the image is to be 
stored, that is, for example, on the web or the storage device of an e-mail recipient. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art that the 
location of where the images are stored are based on when the shot was taken and 
transmitted, whether at a particular time or time interval. That is to say, if the images 
were shot/transmitted before a specific time or time interval the images would be stored 
at location A, while the images that were shot/transmitted after a specific time or time 
interval would be stored at location B. 
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17. In regards to claim 28, Fredlund discloses a photofinisher that receives film from 
a customer, scans the film, and stores the scanned images (Column 2 Lines 28 - 31), 
which can be found at a photo store, drugstore, or supermarket (Column 3 Lines 25 - 
27). Moreover, the images files are stored in a storage device, which were scanned 
from the photofinisher (Column 4 Lines 34 - 36). Furthermore, Fredlund also 
discloses a CD-writer for producing Photo CD's (Column 7 Lines 26 - 27). The order 
is then completed automatically (Column 7 Lines 18 - 19), the images can be returned 
to the customer by mail or picked up by the customer at the location where there were 
dropped off (Column 3 Lines 39 - 42). 
Furthermore, Fredlund discloses: 

recording one or more images of the kept images onto a recording medium to be 
delivered to a user of the digital camera in accordance with the user's instructions, said 
one or more recording media including a printed photograph (Col. 2 Lines 45 - 56; Col. 
3 Lines 32 - 42 wherein the images are recorded onto a recording medium and 
delivered to the designated recipient as indicated by the user); 

receiving at the delivery-medium producing site from the user via the Internet an 
extra-printing request, the extra-printing request causing the delivery-medium producing 
site to produce an extra-printed photograph specified by said extra-printing request to 
be delivered to the user (Col. 2 Lines 45 - 56; Col. 3 Lines 32 - 42; wherein the user 
is allowed to send in an extra-printing request (re-ordering of prints) and wherein 
the prints are provided to the designated recipient as indicated by the user); 

However, Fredlund fails to disclose: 
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creating image IDs respectively assigned to said plurality of images, each of said 
image Ids being linked to a predetermined web page on the Internet; and 

an extra-printing request unit configured to receive from the user via the Internet 
an extra-printing request which includes at least one of said image IDs linked to the 
predetermined web page, 

that the digital camera automatically determines when respective image 
transmitting conditions are met without the user inputting a transmission command the 
digital camera being programmed to determine when the respective conditions are met 
without receiving external instructions that the conditions are met. 

Steinberg, however, discloses that it is old and well known for digital cameras to 
automatically transmit images to an apparatus when a predetermined condition is met 
(Col. 2 Lines 4 - 10, 15 - 21, 44 - 48; Col. 5 Lines 5 - 11, 18 - 34; Col. 9 Lines 28 - 
30; Figure 9). Steinberg discloses that an advantage of the present invention is that a 
digital camera user can download image camera data to a remote computer or network 
site and therefore avoid the concern of the need to connect the camera or its removable 
device to a local computer in order to perform such operation, adds functionality to 
cameras that are not designed specifically to perform the task of connection to a remote 
network, provides an apparatus with a connection to a camera that is programmable for 
customized operations, provides an apparatus that enables a user to send data from a 
digital camera through a network to a plurality of destinations of a variety of types, such 
as network printers and remote archives (Col. 3 Lines 6-10, 16 - 27). Further still, 
Steinberg discloses the feature of providing each image with an Image ID as part of the 
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image data (see at least Col. 8 Lines 46 - 56; Col. 12 Lines 57 - 60). Steinberg 

furtlier discloses tliat tliis data is used to determine tlie distribution of tlie images to 
otiier remote locations, such as on the web, or e-mail (Col. 12 Lines 36 - 43). As a 
result, Steinberg discloses that by providing an image ID it would allow for the 
automatic distribution of images (Col. 12 Lines 36 - 43). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Fredlund in view of the teachings of Steinberg to 
incorporate that the digital camera automatically determines when respective image 
transmitting conditions are met without the user inputting a transmission command in 
order to provide the advantages of a digital camera user can download image camera 
data to a remote computer or network site and therefore avoid the concern of the need 
to connect the camera or its removable device to a local computer in order to perform 
such operation, adds functionality to cameras that are not designed specifically to 
perform the task of connection to a remote network, provides an apparatus with a 
connection to a camera that is programmable for customized operations, provides an 
apparatus that enables a user to send data from a digital camera through a network to a 
plurality of destinations of a variety of types, such as network printers and remote 
archives. Moreover, by providing an image ID for each image and having each image 
ID being linked to a predetermined web page it would allow for a more effective means 
of image distribution. 

Moreover, the Examiner also asserts that the concept claiming at least two 
devices onto a single device, i.e. integral, would have been obvious. In other words, it 
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would not have been uniquely challenging or difficult for one having ordinary skill in the 
art to have taken the two devices, i.e. comnnunication device and camera, and to have 
formed them onto a single device since the only difference is the combination of "old 
elements" into a single device by mounting them on a single chassis (see MPEP 
21404.04 Section V: B&C). 

18. In regards to claim 42, it is old and well known that digital cameras store the shot 
date and number of captured images. As a result, when the receiving unit receives the 
images from the camera, the shot date and number of captured images would be 
included as well. 

19. In regards to claims 48, Steinberg discloses wherein said external apparatus 
automatically records the transmitted images onto recording media in accordance with 
at lease one of: a time that has passed after each image was captured, the number of 
the images that have been captured, and predetermined intervals (Col. 5 Lines 18 - 
37). 

20. In regards to claims 56, Steinberg discloses wherein: 

said recording step further comprises deciding whether to record particular ones 
of the plurality of images on the same recording medium or on different recording media 
based on the date and time each of the particular ones of the plurality of images were 
captured, such that; 

said delivery-medium recording unit records a subsequently captured one of said 
plurality of images on the same recording medium as a previously captured one of said 
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plurality of images if a shot interval between said previously captured image and said 
subsequently captured image is shorter than a predetermined period, and 

said delivery-medium recording unit records said subsequently captured image 
on a different recording medium than said previously captured image if the shot interval 
between said previously captured image and said subsequently captured image is equal 
to or longer than the predetermined period. 

Specifically, Steinberg discloses that the capturing of the images can be 
performed at a set time or at certain intervals (Col. 12 Lines 15 - 16) and transmitting 
those at a particular time (Col. 11 Lines 30 - 35). Steinberg further goes on to 
disclose that this information is stored within the images as data to be used by the 
server (see at least Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). The data is then used to determine the 
location of where the images are to be distributed (Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). With that 
being said, the Examiner asserts that Steinberg discloses that each image has stored 
image data including the date and time of when each image was taken, as well as when 
each image is to be transmitted, and based on this information the image is sent to be 
stored/distributed to a specific location, such as the web or the storage device of an e- 
mail recipient. In other words, Steinberg discloses that based on when the images are 
transmitted or taken the system of Steinberg determines where the image is to be 
stored, that is, for example, on the web or the storage device of an e-mail recipient. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art that the 
location of where the images are stored are based on when the shot was taken and 
transmitted, whether at a particular time or time interval. That is to say, if the images 
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were shot/transmitted before a specific time or time interval tlie images would be stored 
at location A, while the images that were shot/transmitted after a specific time or time 
interval would be stored at location B. 



21 . Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fredlund et al. (US Patent 5,666,215) in view of Steinberg et al. (US Patent 
6,750,902 B1) and in further view of Allen etal. (US Patent 5,737,491). 

22. In regards to claim 29, the combination of Fredlund and Steinberg are 

discussed above, but fails to teach a method of transmitting digital images via a phone. 

However, Allen teaches a method of transmitting images taken by a digital 
camera that is wirelessly connected to a cellular phone to a specified location so that 
images can be transmitted at any time as well as freeing up storage space on the 
camera when needed or to a magazine's photo editor (Column 1 Lines 60 - 65, 
Column 3 Lines 5-9, Column 2 Lines 1-5, Claim 7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Allen to modify the combination of 
Fredlund and Steinberg to include a method of transmitting images to a specified 
location via a cellular phone. 
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23. Claim 31 - 34, 49, and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fredlund et al. (US Patent 5,666,215) in view of Steinberg et al. 
(US Patent 6,750,902 B1) in further view of Enomoto et al. (US Patent 5,974,401/JP 
10078918 A The examiner would like to note that the English equivalent of will be 
used and a translation of the original patent of JP 10078918 A published in 1998 
has been requested). 

24. In regard to claims 31 - 34, it is well known in the art that a customer must 
present a method of payment at the time that a specific service is completed whether it 
would be cash or credit. In regards to be charged through a phone company, it is well 
known in the art that phone companies will charge their customers for any extra 
services on top of their customers' regularly monthly charges. 

Furthermore, Fredlund discloses: 

recording one or more images of the kept images onto a recording medium to be 
delivered to a user of the digital camera in accordance with the user's instructions, said 
one or more recording media including a printed photograph (Col. 2 Lines 45 - 56; Col. 
3 Lines 32 - 42 wherein the images are recorded onto a recording medium and 
delivered to the designated recipient as indicated by the user); 

receiving at the delivery-medium producing site from the user via the Internet an 
extra-printing request which includes at least one of said image IDs linked to the 
predetermined web page, the extra-printing request causing the delivery-medium 
producing site to produce an extra-printed photograph specified by said extra-printing 
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request to be delivered to tlie user (Col. 2 Lines 45 - 56; Col. 3 Lines 32 - 42; 
wherein the user is allowed to send in an extra-printing request (re-ordering of 
prints) and wherein the prints are provided to the designated recipient as 
indicated by the user); 

Regarding, 

an extra-printing request wliicli includes at least one of said image IDs linked to 
the predetermined web page; 

the Examiner has already discussed the limitation above in regards to modifying 
the teachings of Fredlund in view of Steinberg. 

With that said, Fredlund and Steinberg are discussed above, but fail to teach a 
method of payment. 

However, Enomoto does teach: 

a payment service in which the customer chooses their mode of payment in the 
details of the charge (Column 7 Lines 48 - 53). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Enomoto to modify the 
combination of Fredlund and Steinberg to include a payment service for the delivery 
of the submitted images. 

25. In regards to claims 49, Steinberg discloses wherein said external apparatus 
automatically records the transmitted images onto recording media in accordance with 
at lease one of: a time that has passed after each image was captured, the number of 
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the images tliat liave been captured, and predetermined intervals (Col. 5 Lines 18 - 
37). 

26. In regards to claims 57, Steinberg discloses wherein: 

said recording step further comprises deciding whether to record particular ones 
of the plurality of images on the same recording medium or on different recording media 
based on the date and time each of the particular ones of the plurality of images were 
captured, such that: 

said recording step decides to record a subsequently captured one of said 
plurality of images on the same recording medium as a previously captured one of said 
plurality of images in response to determining that the interval between said previously 
captured image was captured and the date and time said subsequently captured image 
was captured is shorter than a predetermined period, and 

said recording step decides to record said subsequently captured image on a 
different recording medium than said previously captured image in response to 
determining that the interval between the date and time said previously captured image 
was captured and the date and time said subsequently captured image was captured is 
equal to or longer than the predetermined period. 

Specifically, Steinberg discloses that the capturing of the images can be 
performed at a set time or at certain intervals (Col. 12 Lines 15 - 16) and transmitting 
those at a particular time (Col. 11 Lines 30 - 35). Steinberg further goes on to 
disclose that this information is stored within the images as data to be used by the 
server (see at least Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). The data is then used to determine the 
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location of wliere tlie images are to be distributed (Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). Witli tliat 
being said, tlie Examiner asserts tliat Steinberg discloses that each image has stored 
image data including the date and time of when each image was taken, as well as when 
each image is to be transmitted, and based on this information the image is sent to be 
stored/distributed to a specific location, such as the web or the storage device of an e- 
mail recipient. In other words, Steinberg discloses that based on when the images are 
transmitted or taken the system of Steinberg determines where the image is to be 
stored, that is, for example, on the web or the storage device of an e-mail recipient. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art that the 
location of where the images are stored are based on when the shot was taken and 
transmitted, whether at a particular time or time interval. That is to say, if the images 
were shot/transmitted before a specific time or time interval the images would be stored 
at location A, while the images that were shot/transmitted after a specific time or time 
interval would be stored at location B. 



27. Claims 15- 17, 44-45, and 52-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Enomoto et al. (US Patent 5,974,401/JP 10078918 A The 
examiner would like to note that the English equivalent will be used and a 
translation of the original patent of JP 10078918 A published in 1998 has been 
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requested) in view of Steinberg et al. (US Patent 6,750,902 B1) and in furtlier view of 
Fredlund et al. (US Patent 5,666,215). 

28. In regard to claims 15, Enomoto discloses a receiving unit operable to receive a 
plurality of images from a plurality of users (Column 3 Line 16), an image keeping 
apparatus operable to keep the plurality of images received and recorded therein by the 
receiving unit (Column 3 Lines 17-20), a delivery-medium recording unit operable to 
record the plurality of images onto recording media to be delivered to a user in 
accordance with the user's instruction, said one or more recording media including a 
printed photograph in such a manner that each recording media stores on or more 
images of the plurality of images that were received from one of the users (Column 2 
Lines 27 - 31, 45 - 55; Column 8 Lines 27 - 33), a keeping-time monitoring unit 
operable to monitor a keeping time for each of the plurality of images to determine 
whether or not the keeping time reaches an end of a predetermined keeping term, the 
keeping time being a time that has passed after each of the plurality of images was 
recorded in the image keeping apparatus (Column 8 Lines 20 - 26), and a keeping 
time notifying unit operable to notify, when the keeping time is determined to reach the 
end of the predetermined keeping term, a corresponding user of each of the plurality of 
images that the predetermined term expired (Column 7 lines 4 - 8). 
However, Enomoto fails to disclose: 

creating image IDs respectively assigned to said plurality of images, each of said 
image Ids being linked to a predetermined web page on the Internet; and 
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an extra-printing request wliicli includes at least one of said image IDs linked to 
the predetermined web page 

wherein the digital camera is programmed to automatically determine when an 
image transmitting condition is met without the user inputting a transmission command 
and without receiving an external instruction that the condition is met, and to 
automatically transmit the plurality of images to the delivery-medium producing 
apparatus in response to the determination. 

Steinberg, however, discloses that it is old and well known for digital cameras to 
automatically transmit images to an apparatus when a predetermined condition is met 
(Col. 2 Lines 4 - 10, 15 - 21, 44 - 48; Col. 5 Lines 5 - 11, 18 - 34; Col. 9 Lines 28 - 
30; Figure 9). Steinberg discloses that an advantage of the present invention is that a 
digital camera user can download image camera data to a remote computer or network 
site and therefore avoid the concern of the need to connect the camera or its removable 
device to a local computer in order to perform such operation, adds functionality to 
cameras that are not designed specifically to perform the task of connection to a remote 
network, provides an apparatus with a connection to a camera that is programmable for 
customized operations, provides an apparatus that enables a user to send data from a 
digital camera through a network to a plurality of destinations of a variety of types, such 
as network printers and remote archives (Col. 3 Lines 6-10, 16 - 27). Further still, 
Steinberg discloses the feature of providing each image with an Image ID as part of the 
image data (see at least Col. 8 Lines 46 - 56; Col. 12 Lines 57 - 60). Steinberg 
further discloses that this data is used to determine the distribution of the images to 
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other remote locations, sucli as on tlie web, or e-mail (Col. 12 Lines 36 - 43). As a 
result, Steinberg discloses that by providing an image ID it would allow for the 
automatic distribution of images (Col. 12 Lines 36 - 43). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Enomoto in view of the teachings of Steinberg to 
incorporate a digital camera that is configured to automatically determine when an 
image transmitting condition is met without the user inputting a transmission command, 
and to automatically transmit the plurality of images to the delivery-medium producing 
apparatus in response to the determination in order to provide the advantages of a 
digital camera user can download image camera data to a remote computer or network 
site and therefore avoid the concern of the need to connect the camera or its removable 
device to a local computer in order to perform such operation, adds functionality to 
cameras that are not designed specifically to perform the task of connection to a remote 
network, provides an apparatus with a connection to a camera that is programmable for 
customized operations, provides an apparatus that enables a user to send data from a 
digital camera through a network to a plurality of destinations of a variety of types, such 
as network printers and remote archives. Moreover, by providing an image ID for each 
image and having each image ID being linked to a predetermined web page it would 
allow for a more effective means of image distribution. 

Moreover, the Examiner also asserts that the concept claiming at least two 
devices onto a single device, i.e. integral, would have been obvious. In other words, it 
would not have been uniquely challenging or difficult for one having ordinary skill in the 
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art to have taken the two devices, i.e. comnnunication device and camera, and to have 
formed them onto a single device since the only difference is the combination of "old 
elements" into a single device by mounting them on a single chassis (see MPEP 
21404.04 Section V: B & C). 

However, the combination of Enomoto and Steinberg fails to teach: 
an extra-printing request unit configured to receive from the user via the Internet, 
the extra-printing request causing the delivery-medium producing apparatus to produce 
and extra-printed photograph specified by said extra-printing request to be delivered to 
the user. 

Fredlund discloses that it is old and well known to request an extra-printing of 
images (re-ordering). Specifically, Fredlund discloses that it is old and well known in 
the art of photographing that one of ordinary skill in the art of photo development to 
have recognized that it is common business practice to re-order images and have them 
delivered to a designated recipient as designated by the user. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify the combination of Enomoto and Steinberg in view 
of the teachings of Fredlund since it is common business practice for a user to re-order 
prints and, as taught by Fredlund, it is also old and well known to have the images to 
be delivered to a designated recipient. 

29. In regards to claim 16, Enomoto discloses the image keeping apparatus deletes 
one of the plurality of images for which the predetermined term expired, if no user's 
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instruction is revised from tlie corresponding user witliin a predetermined waiting time 
period after tlie notification (Column 7 Lines 4-8; Column 8 Lines 20 - 26). 
30. In regards to claims 52, Steinberg discloses wherein: 

said delivery-medium recording unit decides whether to record particular ones of 
the plurality of images on the same recording medium or on different recording media 
based on the date and time each of the particular ones of the plurality of images were 
captured, such that: 

said delivery-medium recording unit decides to record a subsequently captured 
one of said plurality of images on the same recording medium as a previously captured 
one of said plurality of images in response to determining that the interval between the 
date and time said previously captured image was captured and the date and time said 
subsequently captured image was captured is shorter than a predetermined period, and 

said delivery-medium recording unit decides to record said subsequently 
captured image on a different recording medium than said previously captured image in 
response to determining that the interval between the date and time said previously 
captured image was captured and the date and time said subsequently captured image 
was captured is equal to or longer than the predetermined period. 

Specifically, Steinberg discloses that the capturing of the images can be 
performed at a set time or at certain intervals (Col. 12 Lines 15 - 16) and transmitting 
those at a particular time (Col. 11 Lines 30 - 35). Steinberg further goes on to 
disclose that this information is stored within the images as data to be used by the 
server (see at least Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). The data is then used to determine the 
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location of wliere tlie images are to be distributed (Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). Witli tliat 
being said, tlie Examiner asserts tliat Steinberg discloses that each image has stored 
image data including the date and time of when each image was taken, as well as when 
each image is to be transmitted, and based on this information the image is sent to be 
stored/distributed to a specific location, such as the web or the storage device of an e- 
mail recipient. In other words, Steinberg discloses that based on when the images are 
transmitted or taken the system of Steinberg determines where the image is to be 
stored, that is, for example, on the web or the storage device of an e-mail recipient. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art that the 
location of where the images are stored are based on when the shot was taken and 
transmitted, whether at a particular time or time interval. That is to say, if the images 
were shot/transmitted before a specific time or time interval the images would be stored 
at location A, while the images that were shot/transmitted after a specific time or time 
interval would be stored at location B. 

31 . In regards to claim 17, Enomoto discloses a receiving unit operable to receive a 
plurality of images from a plurality of users (Column 3 Line 16); an image keeping 
apparatus operable to keep the plurality of images received and recorded therein by the 
receiving unit (Column 3 Lines 17-20); a delivery-medium recording unit operable to 
record the plurality of images onto recording media, said one or more recording media 
including a printed photograph in such a manner that each of the recording media 
stores on ore more images of the plurality of images that were received form one of the 
users (Column 2 Lines 27 - 31, 45 - 55; Column 8 Lines 27 - 33); a payment-mode 
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receiving unit operable to receive an instruction specifying a payment mode from eacli 
of tlie users (Column 8 Lines 13-14); and a payment processing unit operable to 
indirectly charge each of the uses in accordance with the specified payment mode 
(Column 7 lines 48 - 53). 

However, Enomoto fails to disclose: 

creating image IDs respectively assigned to said plurality of images, each of said 
image Ids being linked to a predetermined web page on the Internet; and 

wherein the digital camera is programmed to automatically determine when an 
image transmitting condition is met without the user inputting a transmission command 
and without receiving an external instruction indicating that the condition is met, and to 
automatically transmit the plurality of images to the delivery-medium producing 
apparatus in response to the determination. 

Steinberg, however, discloses that it is old and well known for digital cameras to 
automatically transmit images to an apparatus when a predetermined condition is met 
(Col. 2 Lines 4 - 10, 15 - 21, 44 - 48; Col. 5 Lines 5 - 11, 18 - 34; Col. 9 Lines 28 - 
30; Figure 9). Steinberg, discloses that an advantage of the present invention is that a 
digital camera user can download image camera data to a remote computer or network 
site and therefore avoid the concern of the need to connect the camera or its removable 
device to a local computer in order to perform such operation, adds functionality to 
cameras that are not designed specifically to perform the task of connection to a remote 
network, provides an apparatus with a connection to a camera that is programmable for 
customized operations, provides an apparatus that enables a user to send data from a 
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digital camera tlirougli a networl< to a plurality of destinations of a variety of types, such 
as network printers and remote archives (Col. 3 Lines 6-10, 16 - 27). Further still, 
Steinberg discloses the feature of providing each image with an Image ID as part of the 
image data (see at least Col. 8 Lines 46 - 56; Col. 12 Lines 57 - 60). Steinberg 
further discloses that this data is used to determine the distribution of the images to 
other remote locations, such as on the web, or e-mail (Col. 12 Lines 36 - 43). As a 
result, Steinberg discloses that by providing an image ID it would allow for the 
automatic distribution of images (Col. 12 Lines 36 - 43). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Enomoto in view of the teachings of Steinberg to 
incorporate a digital camera that is configured to automatically determine when an 
image transmitting condition is met without the user inputting a transmission command, 
and to automatically transmit the plurality of images to the delivery-medium producing 
apparatus in response to the determination in order to provide the advantages of a 
digital camera user can download image camera data to a remote computer or network 
site and therefore avoid the concern of the need to connect the camera or its removable 
device to a local computer in order to perform such operation, adds functionality to 
cameras that are not designed specifically to perform the task of connection to a remote 
network, provides an apparatus with a connection to a camera that is programmable for 
customized operations, provides an apparatus that enables a user to send data from a 
digital camera through a network to a plurality of destinations of a variety of types, such 
as network printers and remote archives. Moreover, by providing an image ID for each 
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image and liaving eacli image ID being linl<ed to a predetermined web page it would 
allow for a more effective means of image distribution. 

Moreover, the Examiner also asserts that the concept claiming at least two 
devices onto a single device, i.e. integral, would have been obvious. In other words, it 
would not have been uniquely challenging or difficult for one having ordinary skill in the 
art to have taken the two devices, i.e. communication device and camera, and to have 
formed them onto a single device since the only difference is the combination of "old 
elements" into a single device by mounting them on a single chassis (see MPEP 
21404.04 Section V: B&C). 

However, the combination of Enomoto and Steinberg fails to teach: 

a delivery-medium recording unit operable to record the plurality of images onto 
recording media to be delivered to a user in accordance with the user's instruction 

an extra-printing request unit configured to receive from the user via the Internet 
an extra-printing request which includes at least one of said image IDs linked to the 
predetermined web page, the extra-printing request causing the delivery-medium 
producing apparatus to produce and extra-printed photograph specified by said extra- 
printing request to be delivered to the user. 

Fredlund discloses that it is old and well known to request an extra-printing of 
images (re-ordering). Specifically, Fredlund discloses that it is old and well known in 
the art of photographing that one of ordinary skill in the art of photo development to 
have recognized that it is common business practice to re-order images and have them 
delivered to a designated recipient as designated by the user. 
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Therefore, it would liave been obvious to one liaving ordinary sl<ill in tlie art at 
tlie time of tlie invention to modify tlie combination of Enomoto and Steinberg in view 
of tlie teacliings of Fredlund since it is common business practice for a user to re-order 
prints and, as tauglit by Fredlund, it is also old and well known to have the images to 
be delivered to a designated recipient. 

32. In regards to claims 44 - 45, Steinberg discloses wherein said external 
apparatus automatically records the transmitted images onto recording media in 
accordance with at lease one of: a time that has passed after each image was captured, 
the number of the images that have been captured, and predetermined intervals (Col. 5 
Lines 18-37). 

33. In regards to claims 53, Steinberg discloses wherein: 

said delivery-medium recording unit decides whether to record particular ones of 
the plurality of images on the same recording medium or on different recording media 
based on the date and time each of the particular ones of the plurality of images were 
captured, such that: 

said delivery-medium recording unit decides to record a subsequently captured 
one of said plurality of images on the same recording medium as a previously captured 
one of said plurality of images in response to determining that the interval between the 
date and time said previously captured image was captured and the date and time said 
subsequently captured image was captured is shorter than a predetermined period, and 

said delivery-medium recording unit decides to record said subsequently 
captured image on a different recording medium than said previously captured image in 
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response to determining tliat tlie interval between said previously captured image was 
captured and the date and time said subsequently captured image was captured is 
equal to or longer than the predetermined period. 

Specifically, Steinberg discloses that the capturing of the images can be 
performed at a set time or at certain intervals (Col. 12 Lines 15 - 16) and transmitting 
those at a particular time (Col. 11 Lines 30 - 35). Steinberg further goes on to 
disclose that this information is stored within the images as data to be used by the 
server (see at least Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). The data is then used to determine the 
location of where the images are to be distributed (Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). With that 
being said, the Examiner asserts that Steinberg discloses that each image has stored 
image data including the date and time of when each image was taken, as well as when 
each image is to be transmitted, and based on this information the image is sent to be 
stored/distributed to a specific location, such as the web or the storage device of an e- 
mail recipient. In other words, Steinberg discloses that based on when the images are 
transmitted or taken the system of Steinberg determines where the image is to be 
stored, that is, for example, on the web or the storage device of an e-mail recipient. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art that the 
location of where the images are stored are based on when the shot was taken and 
transmitted, whether at a particular time or time interval. That is to say, if the images 
were shot/transmitted before a specific time or time interval the images would be stored 
at location A, while the images that were shot/transmitted after a specific time or time 
interval would be stored at location B. 
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34. Claims 18 - 27, 37 - 40, 46 - 47, and 54 - 55 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Allen et al. (US Patent 5,737,491) in view of 
Steinberg (US Patent 6,750,902 B1) and in furtlier view of Fredlund et al. (US Patent 
5,666,215).. 

35. In regard to claims 18 and 19, Allen discloses a camera that is connected 
wirelessly to a cellular phone (Column 3 Lines 5-9) for the transmission of images to 
a server. In Table 1 a list of commands are disclosed, such as the "Send Prints 
(address)" command that will send the images to a designated address or number 
through the cellular phone (Column 2 Lines 1-5, Claim 7). It is obvious that these 
operations must be carried out with the use of a program and a connection-detecting 
module. Further still, Allen also discloses that the digital camera includes a transceiver 
to transmitting the digital images, and control signals to the image fulfillment server 
(external apparatus) (Column 2 Lines 48 - 51). 

However, Allen fails to disclose: 

creating image IDs respectively assigned to said plurality of images, each of said 
image Ids being linked to a predetermined web page on the Internet; 

wherein the external apparatus is adapted to receive from the user via the 
Internet an extra-printing request which includes at least one of said image IDs 
linked to the predetermined web page and 
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a transmitting module operable to automatically determine when an image 
transmitting condition is met without a user of the digital camera inputting a transmission 
command and without the digital camera receiving external data indicating that the 
condition is met, and to make said digital camera automatically transmit a plurality of 
images captured by said digital camera via said mobile phone to an external apparatus 
for storage in response to the determination. 

Steinberg, however, discloses that it is old and well known for digital cameras to 
automatically transmit images to an apparatus when a predetermined condition is met 
(Col. 2 Lines 4 - 10, 15 - 21, 44 - 48; Col. 5 Lines 5 - 11, 18 - 34; Col. 9 Lines 28 - 
30; Figure 9). Steinberg discloses that an advantage of the present invention is that a 
digital camera user can download image camera data to a remote computer or network 
site and therefore avoid the concern of the need to connect the camera or its removable 
device to a local computer in order to perform such operation, adds functionality to 
cameras that are not designed specifically to perform the task of connection to a remote 
network, provides an apparatus with a connection to a camera that is programmable for 
customized operations, provides an apparatus that enables a user to send data from a 
digital camera through a network to a plurality of destinations of a variety of types, such 
as network printers and remote archives (Col. 3 Lines 6-10, 16 - 27). Further still, 
Steinberg discloses the feature of providing each image with an Image ID as part of the 
image data (see at least Col. 8 Lines 46 - 56; Col. 12 Lines 57 - 60). Steinberg 
further discloses that this data is used to determine the distribution of the images to 
other remote locations, such as on the web, or e-mail (Col. 12 Lines 36 - 43). As a 
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result, Steinberg discloses that by providing an image ID it would allow for the 
automatic distribution of images (Col. 12 Lines 36 - 43). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Allen in view of the teachings of Steinberg to 
incorporate a transmitting module operable to automatically determine when an image 
transmitting condition is met without the user inputting a transmission command, and to 
make said digital camera automatically transmit a plurality of images captured by said 
digital camera via said phone to an external apparatus for storage in response to the 
determination in order to provide the advantages of a digital camera user can download 
image camera data to a remote computer or network site and therefore avoid the 
concern of the need to connect the camera or its removable device to a local computer 
in order to perform such operation, adds functionality to cameras that are not designed 
specifically to perform the task of connection to a remote network, provides an 
apparatus with a connection to a camera that is programmable for customized 
operations, provides an apparatus that enables a user to send data from a digital 
camera through a network to a plurality of destinations of a variety of types, such as 
network printers and remote archives. Moreover, by providing an image ID for each 
image and having each image ID being linked to a predetermined web page it would 
allow for a more effective means of image distribution. 

Moreover, the Examiner also asserts that the concept claiming at least two 
devices onto a single device, i.e. integral, would have been obvious. In other words, it 
would not have been uniquely challenging or difficult for one having ordinary skill in the 
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art to have taken the two devices, i.e. comnnunication device and camera, and to have 
formed them onto a single device since the only difference is the combination of "old 
elements" into a single device by mounting them on a single chassis (see MPEP 
21404.04 Section V: B & C). 

However, the combination of Allen and Steinberg fails to teach: 

wherein the external apparatus is adapted to record said plurality of images onto 
one or more recording media to be delivered to a user in accordance with the user's 
instruction, said one or more recording media including a printed photograph, and 

the extra-printing request causing the external apparatus to produce an extra- 
printed photograph specified by said extra-printing request to be delivered to the user. 

Fredlund discloses that it is old and well known to request an extra-printing of 
images (re-ordering). Specifically, Fredlund discloses that it is old and well known in 
the art of photographing that one of ordinary skill in the art of photo development to 
have recognized that it is common business practice to re-order images and have them 
delivered to a designated recipient as designated by the user. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify the combination of Allen and Steinberg in view of 
the teachings of Fredlund since it is common business practice for a user to re-order 
prints and, as taught by Fredlund, it is also old and well known to have the images to 
be delivered to a designated recipient. 

36. In regards to claims 20 and 23 - 24, Steinberg further discloses comprising a 
monitoring module operable to monitor the number of said one or more images 
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captured by said digital camera to determine wlietlier or not said number readies a 
predetermined number (Col. 5 Lines 18 - 37), wlierein 

said transmitting module makes said digital camera transmit said one or more 
images when said monitored number of said one or more images reaches said 
predetermined number (Col. 5 Lines 18 - 37). 
37. In regards to claims 54, Steinberg discloses wherein: 

said external apparatus determines whether to record particular ones of the 
plurality of images on the same recording medium or on different recording media 
based on the date and time each of the particular ones of the plurality of images were 
captured, such that: 

said external apparatus decides to record a subsequently captured one of said 
plurality of images on the same recording medium as a previously captured one of said 
plurality of images in response to determining that the interval between the date and 
time said previously captured image was captured and the date and time said 
subsequently captured image was captured is shorter than a predetermined period, and 

said external apparatus decides to record said subsequently captured image on 
a different recording medium than said previously captured image in response to 
determining that the interval between the date and time said previously captured image 
the date and time and said subsequently captured image was captured is equal to or 
longer than the predetermined period. 

Specifically, Steinberg discloses that the capturing of the images can be 
performed at a set time or at certain intervals (Col. 12 Lines 15 - 16) and transmitting 
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those at a particular time (Col. 11 Lines 30 - 35). Steinberg furtlier goes on to 
disclose that this information is stored within the images as data to be used by the 
server (see at least Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). The data is then used to determine the 
location of where the images are to be distributed (Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). With that 
being said, the Examiner asserts that Steinberg discloses that each image has stored 
image data including the date and time of when each image was taken, as well as when 
each image is to be transmitted, and based on this information the image is sent to be 
stored/distributed to a specific location, such as the web or the storage device of an e- 
mail recipient. In other words, Steinberg discloses that based on when the images are 
transmitted or taken the system of Steinberg determines where the image is to be 
stored, that is, for example, on the web or the storage device of an e-mail recipient. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art that the 
location of where the images are stored are based on when the shot was taken and 
transmitted, whether at a particular time or time interval. That is to say, if the images 
were shot/transmitted before a specific time or time interval the images would be stored 
at location A, while the images that were shot/transmitted after a specific time or time 
interval would be stored at location B. 

38. In regards to claim 21, Allen discloses that digital images taken by a 
photographer with a digital camera are transmitted wirelessly to a cellular phone, which 
will then be received by an image fulfillment server (Column 1 Lines 60 - 65, Column 
3 Lines 5 - 8). These operations are carried out with a microprocessor found within the 
digital camera (Figure 1). Allen also discloses a digital camera that receives a voice 
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connnnand from a user and then automatically searches a codebook to match the voice 
command with a command that is found in the codebook. Once the command has been 
matched, the camera would then perform the function automatically based on what is 
already programmed in the codebook (Column 4 Lines 36 - 54). Further still, Allen 
also discloses that the digital camera includes a transceiver to transmitting the digital 
images, and control signals to the image fulfillment server (external apparatus) 
(Column 2 Lines 48 - 51). 

However, Allen fails to disclose: 

creating image IDs respectively assigned to said plurality of images, each of said 
image Ids being linked to a predetermined web page on the Internet; 

wherein the external apparatus is adapted to receive from the user via the 
Internet an extra-printing request which includes at least one of said image IDs 
linked to the predetermined web page, and 

said controller is configured to automatically determine when an image 
transmitting condition is met without a user of the capturing device inputting a 
transmission command and without receiving and external instruction that the condition 
is met, and to control the capturing device to automatically transmit each of said plurality 
of images via said communicating device to said external apparatus for storage in 
response to the determination. 

Steinberg, however, discloses that it is old and well known for digital cameras to 
automatically transmit images to an apparatus when a predetermined condition is met 
(Col. 2 Lines 4 - 10, 15 - 21, 44 - 48; Col. 5 Lines 5 - 11, 18 - 34; Col. 9 Lines 28 - 
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30; Figure 9). Steinberg discloses tliat an advantage of tlie present invention is tliat a 
digital camera user can download image camera data to a remote computer or network 
site and therefore avoid the concern of the need to connect the camera or its removable 
device to a local computer in order to perform such operation, adds functionality to 
cameras that are not designed specifically to perform the task of connection to a remote 
network, provides an apparatus with a connection to a camera that is programmable for 
customized operations, provides an apparatus that enables a user to send data from a 
digital camera through a network to a plurality of destinations of a variety of types, such 
as network printers and remote archives (Col. 3 Lines 6-10, 16 - 27). Further still, 
Steinberg discloses the feature of providing each image with an Image ID as part of the 
image data (see at least Col. 8 Lines 46 - 56; Col. 12 Lines 57 - 60). Steinberg 
further discloses that this data is used to determine the distribution of the images to 
other remote locations, such as on the web, or e-mail (Col. 12 Lines 36 - 43). As a 
result, Steinberg discloses that by providing an image ID it would allow for the 
automatic distribution of images (Col. 12 Lines 36 - 43). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Allen in view of the teachings of Steinberg to 
incorporate said controller is configured to automatically determine when an image 
transmitting condition is met without the user inputting a transmission command, and to 
control the capturing device to automatically transmit each of said plurality of images via 
said communicating device to said external apparatus for storage in response to the 
determination in order to provide the advantages of a digital camera user can download 
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image camera data to a remote computer or networl< site and tlierefore avoid tlie 
concern of tlie need to connect tlie camera or its removable device to a local computer 
in order to perform such operation, adds functionality to cameras that are not designed 
specifically to perform the task of connection to a remote network, provides an 
apparatus with a connection to a camera that is programmable for customized 
operations, provides an apparatus that enables a user to send data from a digital 
camera through a network to a plurality of destinations of a variety of types, such as 
network printers and remote archives. Moreover, by providing an image ID for each 
image and having each image ID being linked to a predetermined web page it would 
allow for a more effective means of image distribution. 

Moreover, the Examiner also asserts that the concept claiming at least two 
devices onto a single device, i.e. integral, would have been obvious. In other words, it 
would not have been uniquely challenging or difficult for one having ordinary skill in the 
art to have taken the two devices, i.e. communication device and camera, and to have 
formed them onto a single device since the only difference is the combination of "old 
elements" into a single device by mounting them on a single chassis (see MPEP 
21404.04 Section V: B&C). 

However, the combination of Allen and Steinberg fails to teach: 
wherein the external apparatus is adapted to record said plurality of images onto 
one or more recording media to be delivered to a user in accordance with the user's 
instruction, said one or more recording media including a printed photograph, and 
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the extra-printing request causing tlie external apparatus to produce an extra- 
printed pliotograpli specified by said extra-printing request to be delivered to the user. 

Fredlund discloses that it is old and well known to request an extra-printing of 
images (re-ordering). Specifically, Fredlund discloses that it is old and well known in 
the art of photographing that one of ordinary skill in the art of photo development to 
have recognized that it is common business practice to re-order images and have them 
delivered to a designated recipient as designated by the user. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify the combination of Allen and Steinberg in view of 
the teachings of Fredlund since it is common business practice for a user to re-order 
prints and, as taught by Fredlund, it is also old and well known to have the images to 
be delivered to a designated recipient. 

39. In regards to claim 22, Allen discloses a voice recognition program that allows a 
user to instruct the camera to send images to an external apparatus (Column 3 Lines 
49-52). 

40. In regard to claim 25, Allen discloses that the camera "...includes an interface, 
such as a SCSI port, for connecting to an external input device 27 such as a keyboard 
or LCD touch screen. The external input device 27 may be used to enter information 
such as text annotation, electronic addresses of file names that are to be associated 
with photographer's utterances (Column 2 Lines 63 - 67, Column 3 Line 1). " After the 
photographer takes the picture, a verbal command can be given to transmit the images 
(Column 3 Lines 49 - 52). 
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41 . In regards to claim 26, it is well-l<nown in tlie art tliat a digital camera has a 
display to view stored images and select which images the user would like to view, one 
such example is Kodaks' DC4800 Digital Camera 

(http://www.pcstats.com/articteview.cfni?articlelD™593, 

http://web.archive.org/web/20000815073948/www,koclak.com/US/en/clsgita!/camera 
s/DCSGateway.Jhtml which was provided as evidence to support the Examiner's 
statement). 

42. In regards to claim 27, Allen discloses a transceiver that is part of the digital 
camera (Figure 1, Column 2 Lines 48 - 51). 

43. In regards to claims 55, Steinberg discloses wherein: 

said recording step further comprises deciding whether to record particular ones 
of the plurality of images on the same recording medium or on different recording media 
based on the date and time each of the particular ones of the plurality of images were 
captured, such that: 

said recording step decides to record a subsequently captured one of said 
plurality of images on the same recording medium as a previously captured one of said 
plurality of images in response to determining that the interval between the date and 
time said previously captured image was captured and the date and time said 
subsequently captured image was captured is shorter than a predetermined period, and 

said recording step decides to record said subsequently captured image on a 
different recording medium than said previously captured image in response to 
determining that the interval between the date and time said previously captured image 
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was captured and the date and time said subsequently captured image was captured is 
equal to or longer than the predetermined period. 

Specifically, Steinberg discloses that the capturing of the images can be 
performed at a set time or at certain intervals (Col. 12 Lines 15 - 16) and transmitting 
those at a particular time (Col. 11 Lines 30 - 35). Steinberg further goes on to 
disclose that this information is stored within the images as data to be used by the 
server (see at least Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). The data is then used to determine the 
location of where the images are to be distributed (Col. 12 Lines 29 - 43). With that 
being said, the Examiner asserts that Steinberg discloses that each image has stored 
image data including the date and time of when each image was taken, as well as when 
each image is to be transmitted, and based on this information the image is sent to be 
stored/distributed to a specific location, such as the web or the storage device of an e- 
mail recipient. In other words, Steinberg discloses that based on when the images are 
transmitted or taken the system of Steinberg determines where the image is to be 
stored, that is, for example, on the web or the storage device of an e-mail recipient. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art that the 
location of where the images are stored are based on when the shot was taken and 
transmitted, whether at a particular time or time interval. That is to say, if the images 
were shot/transmitted before a specific time or time interval the images would be stored 
at location A, while the images that were shot/transmitted after a specific time or time 
interval would be stored at location B. 
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44. In regards to claim 37, it is old and well known that images are captured and 
stored in digital cameras. 

45. In regards to claim 38, it is old and well known that digital cameras store the shot 
date and number of captured images. As a result, when the receiving unit receives the 
images from the camera, the shot date and number of captured images would be 
included as well. 

46. In regards to claim 39, it is old and well known that images are captured and 
stored in digital cameras. 

47. In regards to claim 40, it is old and well known that digital cameras store the shot 
date and number of captured images. As a result, when the receiving unit receives the 
images from the camera, the shot date and number of captured images would be 
included as well. 

48. In regards to claims 46 - 47, Steinberg discloses wherein said external 
apparatus automatically records the transmitted images onto recording media in 
accordance with at lease one of: a time that has passed after each image was captured, 
the number of the images that have been captured, and predetermined intervals (Col. 5 
Lines 18-37). 

(10) Response to Argument 
Claims 1 and 28 

49. Appellant argues that the combination of Fedlund and Steinberg fails to teach 
or disclose: 

"assigning image IDs to respective images where each ID is linked to a 
predetermined web page on the Internet." 
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However, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

First, the Examiner asserts that claim 1 is a system claim and that the appellant's 
arguments are directed towards the intended use of the system. The Examiner asserts 
that the delivery-medium producing apparatus/site is only required to be capable to 
receiving and storing data. The Examiner asserts that as currently claimed, there is no 
structural difference between the claimed invention and the prior art. 

Second, the Examiner asserts that the combination of Fredlund and Steinberg 
does, indeed, teach the above mentioned limitations. As shown in, at least, Steinberg 
a system and method is provided wherein the images are provided with an identifier that 
provides destination information, such as the web or e-mail (see at least Col. 5 Lines 
38 - 46 and Col. 12 Lines 36 - 43). It is asserted that because the identifier provides 
data as to where the images are supposed to be distributed to, such as the web, it is, 
consequently, linking the image to a web page by way of the identifier. As a result, the 
identifier provides a link between the image and a predetermined web page. 
50. The appellant argues that the combination of Fedlund and Steinberg fails to 
teach or disclose: 

"delivering a printed photograph to user, and then receiving a request for 
an extra-printed photograph via the Internet." 

"...a printed photograph..." 

"receive via the Internet an extra-printing request from the user..." 
However, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
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Essentially, as best understood by the Examiner, it appears that the appellant is 
arguing that the prior art fails to show communication over a network, wherein the 
communication is directed to a user requesting an extra-print of an image, and 
delivering a printed photograph to the user. 

However, at least, Fredlund discloses that it is old and well known in the art for a 
customer to go onto their computer and order, as well as re-order, images and have 
them delivered to their home (Col. 2 Lines 45 - 56) since the process is more 
streamlined and makes it convenient for the customer. Although, Fredlund does not 
explicitly state the term "Internet" the Examiner asserts that one of ordinary skill in the 
art to have recognized that this process must be done over a network, such as the 
Internet. Fredlund discloses that the communication is being performed over a 
communication link (Figure 1 A; Col. 4 Lines 37 - 45). From this it is understood that 
the communication link is allowing a customer access to the Internet in order to carryout 
the disclosed invention, i.e. ordering and re-ordering of prints and having them delivered 
to their home. 

All that is left is whether the prior art discloses that the extra-print is actually 
printed and not digital. Although such a practice is extremely old and well known in the 
art the Examiner points to Fredlund Col. 5 Lines 44 - 51 where Fredlund discloses 
the ordering process. The Examiner asserts that not only does Fredlund provide the 
option of ordering a Photo CD, but that the customer is provided the option to also order 
other image bearing items such as coffee mugs and T-shirts, poster sized prints (which 
is a printed photograph), and a regular print. Additionally, because Fredlund discloses 
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re-ordering of prints it is asserted tliat one of ordinary sl<ill in tlie art would liave 
understood tliat the customer already has a copy of the print and is re-ordering in order 
to have an extra copy or to take advantage of the various re-order features discussed 
above (see also Col. 3 Lines 20 - 35). 

As a result, it is asserted that the combination of Fedlund and Steinberg does, 
indeed, disclose the ordering of an extra-print over the Internet and having an extra-print 
photograph delivered to a customer. 
Claim 29 

51 . The appellant argues that the combination of Fedlund, Steinberg, and Allen 

fails to teach or disclose: 

"at least one of said plurality of digital cameras transmits an image to the 
delivery-medium producing site via a phone capable of being connected to 
said at least one of the digital cameras via a wire or wirelessly." 

However, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

First, the Examiner asserts that the appellant's arguments are directed to the 
camera and phone being the same device since the appellant's arguments rely on the 
phone of Allen not being able to perform the claimed invention, which has been shown 
to be performed by the combination of Fedlund and Steinberg. The Examiner 
asserts that no where in the claim is this disclosed. The claim merely states that a 
camera must be in communication, wired or wirelessly, with a phone. The very fact that 
the claim calls for wireless communication clearly shows that the phone and the camera 
on not the same device. With that said, the Examiner further asserts that the 
appellant's argument that the phone must perform the steps disclosed in claim 28, 
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which are taught by the combination of Fedlund and Steinberg, is incorrect. That is 
to say, the Examiner asserts that the phone is nothing more than a means of allowing 
communication for a camera. In other words, the phone is nothing more than a 
communication bridge between the camera and the delivery-medium producing 
apparatus. There is nothing in the claims that discloses that the phone must perform 
the features of claim 28. Once again, the Examiner asserts that the phone is nothing 
more than a communication bridge. 

With that said, the Examiner asserts that the combination of Fedlund, 
Steinberg, and Allen discloses that it is old and well known to use the communication 
means of a phone with a camera in order to transmit information to a remote location. 
In other words, it is old and well known to use a phone as a communication bridge 
between the camera and the delivery-medium producing apparatus. The appellant's 
argument of modifying the communication unit of the camera in Steinberg is incorrect 
and fails to take into account of the purpose of the incorporation of the teachings of 
Allen with the combination of Fedlund and Steinberg. The Examiner asserts that 
one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized from the teachings of Allen that a 
communication unit of a phone can be incorporated within a camera, especially since 
Steinberg teaches that a camera is capable of containing a communication unit. It is 
asserted that one of ordinary skill in the art looking upon Steinberg would have 
recognized that the camera contains a communication unit that allows it to be 
connected to a separate device that acts as a bridge between the camera and another 
device. 
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Claims 15 - 17. 31 - 34. 44. 45. 49. 52. 53. and 57 

52. The Examiner asserts tliat tlie appellant's arguments are similar in nature to 
those that have been discussed above. Consequently, the rejections are maintained for 
the reasons stated above. 

Claims 18 - 27. 37 - 40. 46. 47. 54. and 55 

53. The Examiner asserts that the appellant's arguments are similar in nature to 
those that have been discussed above. Consequently, the rejections are maintained for 
the reasons stated above. 

Claim 21 

54. The Examiner asserts that the appellant's arguments are similar in nature to 
those that have been discussed above. Consequently, the rejections are maintained for 
the reasons stated above. 
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(11) Related Proceeding(s) Appendix 

No decision rendered by a court or tlie Board is identified by tlie examiner in tlie 
Related Appeals and Interferences section of this examiner's answer. 

For the above reasons, it is believed that the rejections should be sustained. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gerardo Araque Jr. 

/Gerardo Araque Jr./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3689 

Mays, 2010 
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/Janice A. Mooneyham/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3689 
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